The AP English Literature and Composition Syllabus

Course Overview:  

· Our year is divided into trimesters.  AP Literature and Composition is 3 trimesters.

The course is designed to comply with the curricular requirements described in the AP English Course Description.

· While students are prepared for the AP exam, the course is designed to teach beyond the test to infuse students with an appreciation of how literature reflects who we are as human beings, and an understanding of ourselves and others.

· Students will be encouraged to express themselves through analytical and creative writing, as well as through lively discussions.

WRITING

Students will be asked to read and critically analyze literature.  In so doing, they will recognize the ambiguities and complexities inherent in the works.

Students will explore how writers use language and structure to create meaning. 

Students will read works from a variety of genres and periods (See Required Texts).

Students will not simply explore meaning, but explore how meaning is communicated through elements such as irony, point of view, setting, tone, symbol, form, etc.

· Students may expect to write a composition approximately every two weeks.  These essays will be expository and argumentative. Creative writing will be incorporated into the scrapbook and various writings such as sonnets and a parody of an author’s work.  

· Through assessment of writing, peer conferences, student/AP teacher conferences, and class lessons, students and teacher will work together to improve organization, word choice, sentence structure, voice, and writing conventions.

· Students will write AP style essays that they will also self-assess for improvement.  The student and teacher will conference periodically regarding the writing. Each AP essay will be self-assessed by the students.  This self-assessment will include responding to the following questions:

1. What problems, if any, did I have in understanding the prompt?  Explain.

2. Did I understand the main idea, the universal truth that the writer was trying to communicate?  What was it?

3. Did I construct my paragraphs with clear, claim/support/explanation organization?  What could I have done better?

4. Where lapses in organization occurred, what was the cause?

5. Have I introduced my quotations carefully, giving context and weaving them in grammatically and logically?

6. Was I concise, precise, and succinct in my writing, or did I include unnecessary “clutter”?

7. What do I need to take from the teacher’s comments for this essay to work on for next time?  How do I plan to do that?

8. What did I do better this time (or worse) than last time?

9. If I have chosen to revise this essay, what do I plan to do differently?  What significant changes will make the essay much improved over the first draft?

10. What else have I learned about myself as a writer from this essay?

· Students will create a scrapbook of their senior year, writing creatively about the events that have shaped and are shaping their lives.  These entries will be approximately 1 single-spaced typed page in length, but will vary in form.  Each entry may be a poem, an essay, a narrative, or any writing the student so chooses.

· All assignments for formal papers will have a specific grading rubric that will be presented on the day the paper is assigned, setting the expectations for the paper.

· With each novel or play read, students will submit a one-page “reduction” which can be used to study for the AP exam at the end of the year.  Reductions will include the author, author’s style, significance of the title, characterization, plot, setting/atmosphere/tone, theme, and significant quotes.

· Students will engage in various “conversations with the texts” through the use of annotation, various graphic organizers including Venn Diagram, Two Column Notes, Dialectical Journal, and Argument Essay Template.

· Students will learn to recognize the effect of syntax, diction, juxtaposition, antitheses, period/cumulative sentences, etc.

LATE WORK

· Students will receive 2 late coupons per trimester, allowing them to hand in an assignment up to 3 days later than the due date.  No questions will be asked, no penalty will be assessed; however, no other late work will be accepted.

PRE-COURSEWORK

· Students will submit a reduction for each of their summer readings.

· Students are required to maintain a binder that is exclusively used for the AP class.

· Students will set goals for the class and for their own lives.

REQUIRED TEXTS (The novels are subject to change)

· English Words from Latin and Greek Elements by Donald Ayers.

· Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Writing by X.J. Kennedy and Dana Gioia
· The Language of Composition:  Reading, Writing and Rhetoric by Renee Shea, Lawrence Scanlon, and Robin Aufses (excerpts).
· Edith Hamilton’s Mythology and Homer’s The Odyssey
· Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

· Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

·  The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood.

· Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand
· Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
VOCABULARY

· Each week students will complete a vocabulary assignment from the text English Words from Latin and Greek Elements by Donald Ayers.

· Vocabulary tests on prefixes, bases, and suffixes will be given bi-weekly.

· Vocabulary will be focused on but not limited to the above text.

ASSESSMENTS

· Besides the aforementioned writing assessments, students will also have multiple choice/short answer tests and quizzes, check tests for reading, etc.

· Discussions will be evaluated.

TRIMESTER  1

INTRODUCTION

· Why study literature?

· What is the connection between structure and meaning?

· Through student discussion, close reading and analytical strategies, students will stretch their imaginations and the scope of their understanding.

· Students will improve their ability to make connections to their own lives through the study of literature.

UNIT PLAN:  #1:  Fable, Parable and Myth

4 Weeks
· Students will read Edith Hamilton’s Mythology and Homer’s The Odyssey
· Students will explore the Archetypal Hero and present a hero tale of their own composition (group project).

· Mythology paper based on example of essayist who used painting of myth as basis for paper (2-3 pages).

· Students will write two in-class AP style essays.

· Students will have frequent Writing to Understand opportunities including journal entries and response/reaction pieces for each of myths studied.

UNIT PLAN #2:  The Short Story
4 Weeks
Text to be used is Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Writing by X.J. Kennedy and Dana Gioia.

· Students will explore and gain insight into the following using stories found in the above text:
Point of view

Character

Setting

Tone and Style

Theme

Symbol

Critical Analysis

· Students will be asked to explore how point of view, tone, style, etc. enhance the works and their meaning.  For example, students might be asked to write a paper on how setting functions as character in the short story “A&P” by John Updike.  

· Students will read Freud on Kafka. 
· Students will read various literary criticisms and present the criticisms in class, summarizing and evaluating the criticisms for how well they enhance the understanding of a text and explore the historical, cultural and social values of the piece.

· Students will write two AP style in-class essays. 

UNIT PLAN #3:  Poetry:  4 Weeks
Professor Keating in Dead Poets Society says that poetry is designed to “woo women.”  In other words, it is our passion.  Students will explore poetry both analytically and passionately to discover their own understanding of its depth and breadth.

Please note that although this unit is only 3 weeks, poetry will be woven throughout the year as a thread connecting all genres.

Poets will include but will not be limited to: Yeats, Chaucer, Williams, Cummings, Roethke, Browning, Brooks, Hughes, Pound, Eliot, Dickinson, Keats, Tennyson, Shakespeare, Blake, and Plath.

· Students will gain insight into certain term including but not limited to:

Imagery




Symbol

Figures of speech



Narrative

Sound 





Lyric

Song





Dramatic

Rhythm




Dramatic Monologue

Closed form




Open Form

·   Students will write 3 AP style in-class essays exploring structure and meaning including the villanelle, the sestina, the sonnet, and the dramatic monologue.  Students will be asked to consider how choice of detail, imagery, repetition and circular movement, end words, and figurative language create tone and meaning.

· Unit will culminate with a poetry explication. 

